
Contents

THE WORLD OF CARIBBEAN CRUISING 1
Cruise Popularity 1
A Survey of the Southern & Western Caribbean 3

THE CRUISE LINES & SHIPS 9
Types of Cruises 9
Cruise Lines Serving the Southern & Western Caribbean 9

Mass-Market Lines 10
Luxury Yacht Lines 13
Sailing Ships 13
Small Ships 14
Other Cruising Options 14

Setting Priorities: Selecting Your Dream Cruise 16
The Ships 18

Carnival Cruise Line 21
Celebrity Cruises 28
Costa Cruises 32
Crystal Cruises 35
Disney Cruise Line 37
Holland America Line 38
Norwegian Cruise Line 44
Princess Cruises 51
Royal Caribbean International 54
Royal Olympia Cruise Line 61

How Big Are They? 63
More To Come... 63

Evaluating Ship Itineraries 64
Southern Itinerary 66
Western Itinerary 66

Ship Activities 66
Options in Port 69

Organized Shore Excursions 69
On Your Own 70
Complete Cruise Tours 71

A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO YOUR CRUISE 73
Accommodations on Land 73
Climate & When to Go 74
Costs 76
Dining 78
Disabled Travelers 81
Discounts 82
Dress (On & Off the Ship) 83



Driving & Car Rentals 86
Electrical Appliances & Other Technical Tidbits 89
Financial Matters 89
Flight Arrangements 91
Gaming 92
Getting to Your Ship 92
Gratuities 94
Health 95
Passports, Customs & Other Considerations 97
Payments, Cancellations & Cruise Documents 98
Safety on Shore 99
Ship Security 102
Shopping 103
Sports & Recreation While in Port 104

Golf 103
Fishing 104
Hiking 105
Horseback Riding 104
Rafting 105
Sailing 105
Scuba Diving & Snorkeling 106
Swimming 105
Tennis 106
Wind Surfing 106

Telephone Service 106
Internet Service 107
Time Zones 108
Traveling With Children 108
Zo, It’s Your First Time Cruising... 109

THE PORTS OF CALL 113
Gateway Ports 113
On-Board Sightseeing 115
Tourism Information 115
Seeing the Ports 116
Aruba 119

Oranjestad 119
Arrival 120
Tourist Information Office 120
Getting Around 120
One-Day Sightseeing Tours 122
Other Attractions 125
Shopping 127
Sports & Recreation 127

The Bahamas 129
Freeport (Port Lucaya) 130

Arrival 130
Tourist Information Office 130

vi � Contents



Getting Around 130
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 132
Other Attractions 133
Shopping 133
Sports & Recreation 134

Nassau 135
Arrival 135
Tourist Information Office 135
Getting Around 135
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 136
Other Attractions 140
Shopping 141
Sports & Recreation 142

Private Islands 142
Castaway Cay 142
Coco Cay 142
Great Stirrup Cay 143
Half-Moon Cay 143
Princess Cays 143

Belize 145
Belize City 145

Arrival 145
Tourist Information Office 146
Getting Around 146
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 147
Other Attractions 148
Shopping 151
Sports & Recreation 151

Bonaire 153
Kralendijk 153

Arrival 153
Tourist Information Office 154
Getting Around 154
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 154
Other Attractions 156
Shopping 156
Sports & Recreation 156

Cayman Islands 156
Grand Cayman (George Town) 157

Arrival 158
Tourist Information Office 159
Getting Around 159
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 159
Other Attractions 161
Shopping 162
Sports & Recreation 163

Colombia 164
Cartagena 164

Contents � vii



Tourist Information Office 165
Getting Around 165
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 165
Other Attractions 167
Shopping 167
Sports & Recreation 167

Less-Visited Ports 168
San Andrés Island 168
Santa Maria 168

Costa Rica 168
Puerto Limón 168

Arrival 170
Tourist Information Office 170
Getting Around 172
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 172
Other Attractions 175
Shopping 175
Sports & Recreation 175

Curaçao 177
Willemstad 177

Arrival 179
Tourist Information Office 179
Getting Around 179
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 180
Other Attractions 183
Shopping 185
Sports & Recreation 185

Dominican Republic 186
La Romana (Casa de Campo) 187

Arrival 187
Tourist Information Office 187
Getting Around 187
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 187
Other Attractions 188
Shopping 188
Sports & Recreation 188

Santo Domingo 190
Arrival 190
Tourist Information Office 190
Getting Around 191
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 191
Other Attractions 192
Shopping 193
Sports & Recreation 193

Less-Visited Ports 195
Puerto Plata 195

Florida 195
Key West 195

viii � Contents



Arrival 197
Tourist Information Office 197
Getting Around 197
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 198
Other Attractions 200
Shopping 201
Sports & Recreation 201

Haiti 201
Labadee Island 201

Jamaica 202
Kingston 202

Arrival 203
Tourist Information Office 203
Getting Around 203
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 205
Other Attractions 207
Shopping 208
Sports & Recreation 209

Montego Bay 209
Arrival 209
Tourist Information Office 209
Getting Around 211
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 211
Other Attractions 212
Shopping 213
Sports & Recreation 214

Ocho Rios 214
Arrival 214
Tourist Information Office 214
Getting Around 214
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 217
Other Attractions 219
Shopping 219
Sports & Recreation 220

Port Antonio 220
Arrival 220
Tourist Information Office 222
Getting Around 222
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 222
Other Attractions 224
Shopping 224
Sports & Recreation 224

Mexico 225
Cancún 225

Arrival 225
Tourist Information Office 227
Getting Around 227
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 227

Contents � ix



Other Attractions 228
Shopping 229
Sports & Recreation 230

Costa Maya 231
Arrival 231
Tourist Information Office 231
Getting Around 231
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 232
Other Attractions 233
Shopping 234
Sports & Recreation 234

Cozumel 234
Arrival 235
Tourist Information Office 236
Getting Around 236
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 236
Other Attractions 238
Shopping 238
Sports & Recreation 238

Playa del Carmen 239
Arrival 239
Tourist Information Office 240
Getting Around 240
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 240
Other Attractions 242
Shopping 242
Sports & Recreation 243

Progreso/Mérida 243
Arrival 243
Tourist Information Office 244
Getting Around 244
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 244

Option 1: The City of Mérida 246
Option 2: Chichén Itzá 247
Option 3: Uxmal and Kabah 249

Other Attractions 251
Shopping 252
Sports & Recreation 252

Less-Visited Ports 252
Veracruz 252

Panama 253
Colón 253

Arrival 253
Tourist Information Office 253
Getting Around 253
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 254
Other Attractions 255
Shopping 255

x � Contents



Sports & Recreation 255
Less-Visited Ports 256

San Blas 256
Puerto Rico 256

San Juan 258
Arrival 258
Tourist Information Office 260
Getting Around 260
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 260
Other Attractions 263
Around the Island 264

Excursion 1 264
Excursion 2 265

Shopping 266
Sports & Recreation 266

Trinidad & Tobago 267
Port of Spain 268

Arrival 268
Tourist Information Office 268
Getting Around 268
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 270

Suggested Itinerary 271
Alternative Itinerary 272

Other Attractions 273
Shopping 273
Sports & Recreation 273

Less-Visited Ports 274
Scarborough (Tobago Island) 274

US Virgin Islands 274
St. Thomas (Charlotte Amalie) 275

Arrival 275
Tourist Information Office 275
Getting Around 277
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 277

Touring the Island 277
Charlotte Amalie 281

Other Attractions 283
Shopping 283
Sports & Recreation 284

Venezuela 285
Isla de Margarita 285

Arrival 286
Tourist Information Office 286
Getting Around 286
One-Day Sightseeing Tour 286
Other Attractions 288
Shopping 288
Sports & Recreation 289

Contents � xi


